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On January 10, 2018 Governor Wolf declared a disaster emergency 
after reviewing opioid crisis information including the following: 
  

 The total number of fatal drug overdoses in Pennsylvania 
increased by 37% from 2015 reaching 4,642 in 2016.  

 

 Pennsylvania’s rate of drug overdose is 36.5 per 100,000 
compared to the national average of 16.3 per 100,000. 
 

 The number of emergency department visits related to an opioid 
overdose increased by 82% from the third quarter of 2016 to the 
third quarter of 2017; 
 

 First responders have used naloxone to save more than 5,000 lives.  
 

 The 1-800-662-HELP has received more than 18,000 calls.  
 

 
Accompanying this bulletin is a FACT SHEET prepared by the 
Commonwealth summarizing both what has been accomplished thus far as 
well as listing the thirteen (13) new key initiatives contained in the 
Governor’s Proclamation. 
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